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indecency with his hideous mistress, who, in that
posture, began to play off all the blandishments of
love, and kissing and embracing took place between
the two. In that faithless man no sense* of honour
remained; neither did modesty exist in that shameless
woman; cAs the soul is, so are the angels/1 My
state [of mind] at the time was like that of a songstress
who having [lost the musical time,] sings out of
tune. I was invoking curses on myself for having
come there, saying that I was properly punished for
my folly. At last, how could I bear it ? I was on
fire from head to foot, and began to roll on live coals.
'In my rage and wrath I recollected the proverb, that
* It is not the bullock that leaps, but the sack ;'2 who-
ever has seen a sight like this ?' in saying this to my-
self, I came away thence.

"That drunkard in the depravity of his heart thought,
if I was offended now, what then would be his treat-
ment the next day, and what a commotion I should
raise. So he imagined it best to finish my existence
[whilst he had me in his power.] Having formed
this resolution in his mind with the advice of the hag,
he put his patka? round his neck and fell at my feet,
and taking off his turban from his head, began to
supplicate [my forgiveness] in the humblest manner.

1A proverb meaning that people or things are well matched; as the soul,
at the hour of death, is committed to the charge of good or evil angels,
according to its dessert.

2  A proverb applied to those who act in a manner utterly at variance
with their condition.

3  The patTca is a long and narrow piece of cloth or silk, which is wrapped
round the waist;  among the rich a shawl is the general patka.   The act
of throwing one's patka round the neck and prostrating one's self at
another's feet, is a most abject mark of submission.
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